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| shall cover...

What are blogs and RSS feeds?
Thelir history and evolution
Why blog?

Why read blogs?

How library and information services might
use blogs and RSS?

Let’s blog now
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My education in blogging

Professional:

v" current awareness service for medical educators using blog
to deliver:

v METRO project:
Personal: desire to inflict myself on the world:

v" Blogger
v" iBlog
v" TypePad
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The OED says...
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Blogging

-

Blog=weblog (first used December
1997)

In its purest form, a log of sites visited

A definition: “frequently modified web

pages in which dated entries are listed In
reverse chronological sequence”
(Herring 2004)
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What are blogs?

-
Posts in reverse chronological order
Comments

Searchable archives by date and subject

Blogroll
Ease of use
RSS feed
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What are blogs (2)?

Herring et al:

v_Journalism
v Filter

v" Knowledge blogs
v" Self-expression
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What are blogs (3)?

Possible analogies:
v" Diaries
v Commonplace books

v" Pamphlets

v Letters

v Posters

v All of the above and more

“All human life is there”
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Taxonomy of blogs (Amy Gahran)
Link-only
Link-blurb
Brief remarks

List-style postings
Short articles
Long articles
Series
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Some landmarks

First blog: 19967

Hosted blogging 2000:
v' Pitas
v' Blogger

v Groksoup
US: 9/11, Iraq war, 2004 US presidential election

Britain: 2005 election, 7/7, newspapers (Guardian)
Technorati indexes 57 million, of which 2/3 current
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To illustrate...
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What is RSS?

Rich Site Summary
Or Really Simple Syndication
Or RDF Site Syndication

RSS 0.9, 1.0, 2.0, RDF, Atom....
Some RSS
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What is RSS (2)?

XML-based
Machine readable but not human

readable

v" Hence newsreaders:
online: eg , Google Reader
offline: NetNewsWire
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... at the internet librarian conference this year in monterey i heard
sarah houghton-jan’s presentation on cultivating technologically savvy
staff. as a person organizer (i.e., boss) with quite savvy staff already,
i listened eagerly to see what tidbits sarah had to offer. it turns out
that what she was talking about was not so much about ...
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Why should libraries use them?

-
Effective information dissemination
Human face of lis services

Create trust and. community

Become leaders
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Why blog/read blogs?

-
Self-expression Niche interests
Obtain feedback Participate
Repository for Diverse

information/links views/bypass MSM

Share experience Instant comment
Build a community Aggregate
Community
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Some library applications

Current awareness Projects/plans

RSS feeds from Podcasts
OPACs, commercial Integrate other

databases, ToCs etc social software tools

Book reviews/journal
clubs
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Dos and don’ts (an arbitrary list)

Use own voice Self-promote
Lie
Talk like marketing

Link

Answer guestions
Act on feedback
Post regularly Post erratically
Be brief Be dull

Be human

Be interesting
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Let’s build one
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Find blogs

-

Technorati:

Mainstream search engines
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For more

http://tomroper.typepad.com
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The blogger’s world view (by Hugh at
api_ngvoid.com)
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