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I shall cover…

 What are blogs and RSS feeds?
 Their history and evolution
 Why blog?
 Why read blogs?
 How library and information services might

use blogs and RSS?
 Let’s blog now
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My education in blogging

 Professional:
 current awareness service for medical educators using blog to

deliver: http://www.medev.ac.uk/blogs/medicaleducation/
 METRO project: http://metro2.blogspot.com
 Medical humanities: http://medhums.blogspot.com
 Language learning: http://languagelearningcentre.wordpress.com

 Personal:
 http://tomroper.typepad.com
 http://tomroper.typepad.com/marathon2005/
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Hosts and tools

Hosts: Blogger, TypePad, WordPress
Desktop editors: iBlog, MarsEdit, ecto
RSS reader: NetNewsWire
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The growth of blogging:
Technorati state of the world live
web March 2007

T
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State of the world live web March
2007
 70 million weblogs
 About 120,000 new

weblogs each day, or...
 1.4 new blogs every

second
 3000-7000 new splogs

(fake, or spam blogs)
created every day

 1.5 million posts per
day, or...

 17 posts per second
 Growing from 35 to

75 million blogs took
320 days
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State of the world live web March
2007 (2)
 Japanese the most

used blogging language
at 37%

 English second at 33%
 Chinese third at 8%
 Italian fourth at 3%
 Farsi a newcomer in the

top 10 at 1%

 Technorati tracked 230
million posts with tags
or categories

 35% of all February
2007 posts used tags

 2.5 million blogs posted
at least one tagged post
in February
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The OED says…



LfN, Sheffield, 15 June 2007

Blogging

Blog=weblog (first used December
1997)

 In its purest form, a log of sites visited
A definition: “frequently modified web

pages in which dated entries are listed in
reverse chronological sequence”
(Herring 2004)
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What are blogs?

 Posts in reverse
chronological order

 Comments
 Searchable archives by

date and subject
 Blogroll
 Ease of use
 RSS feed

 Possible analogies:
Diaries
Commonplace books
Pamphlets
Letters
Posters
All of the above and more

 “All human life is there”
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What are blogs (2)?

 Herring et al:
Journalism
Filter
Knowledge blogs
Self-expression

 Gahran’s taxonomy
Link-only
Link-blurb
Brief remarks
List-style postings
Short articles
Long articles
Series
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Some landmarks

 First blog: 1996?
 Hosted blogging 2000:

 Pitas
 Blogger
 Groksoup

 US: 9/11, Iraq war, 2004 US presidential election
 Britain: 2005 election, 7/7, newspapers (Guardian)
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What is RSS?

 Really Simple Syndication (RSS 2.0)
 RDF Site Summary (RSS 1.0 and RSS 0.90)
 Rich Site Summary (RSS 0.91)
 Atom
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RSS in the raw
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<!-- generator="wordpress/MU" --> 
<rss version="2.0" 
 xmlns:content="http://purl.org/rss/1.0/modules/content/" 
 xmlns:wfw="http://wellformedweb.org/CommentAPI/" 
 xmlns:dc="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/" 
 > 
 
<channel> 
 <title>Language Learning Resources</title> 
 <link>http://languagelearningcentre.wordpress.com</link> 
 <description>Current awareness for language teachers and students</description> 
 <pubDate>Fri, 08 Jun 2007 14:44:58 +0000</pubDate> 
 
 <generator>http://wordpress.org/?v=MU</generator> 
 <language>en</language> 
   <item> 
  <title>And with the cake, flowers</title> 
  <link>http://languagelearningcentre.wordpress.com/2007/06/08/and-with-the-cake-flowers/</link> 
  <comments>http://languagelearningcentre.wordpress.com/2007/06/08/and-with-the-cake-
flowers/#comments</comments> 
 
  <pubDate>Fri, 08 Jun 2007 14:32:09 +0000</pubDate> 
  <dc:creator>Tom Roper</dc:creator> 
   
  <category><![CDATA[flowers]]></category> 
 
  <guid isPermaLink="false">http://languagelearningcentre.wordpress.com/2007/06/08/and-with-the-cake-
flowers/</guid> 
  <description><![CDATA[ 
]]></description> 
   <content:encoded><![CDATA[<div class='snap_preview'><p><a 
href="http://languagelearningcentre.files.wordpress.com/2007/06/flowers.jpg"><img 
src="http://languagelearningcentre.files.wordpress.com/2007/06/flowers.thumbnail.jpg" /></a></p> 
</div>]]></content:encoded> 
   <wfw:commentRss>http://languagelearningcentre.wordpress.com/2007/06/08/and-with-the-cake-
flowers/feed/</wfw:commentRss> 
 
  </item> 
  <item> 
  <title>Off-message cake</title> 
  <link>http://languagelearningcentre.wordpress.com/2007/06/08/off-message-cake/</link> 
  <comments>http://languagelearningcentre.wordpress.com/2007/06/08/off-message-
cake/#comments</comments> 
  <pubDate>Fri, 08 Jun 2007 10:06:39 +0000</pubDate> 
  <dc:creator>Tom Roper</dc:creator> 
 
   
  <category><![CDATA[cake]]></category> 
 

< !DOCTYPE htm l PUBLIC "-
//W 3C//DTD XHTML 1 .0
Transit ional//EN"
"http ://www .w3 .org /TR/xhtm l1 /DTD/
xhtm l1 -transit ional.dtd">  < htm l
xm lns= "http ://www .w3 .org /1 9 9 9 /xht
m l" d ir= "ltr" lang = "en">  < head
prof ile= "http ://gmpg .org /xfn/1 1 ">
<meta http-equiv= "Content-Type"
content= "text/htm l;  charset= UTF-8 "
/>  < tit le>Off-messag e cake & laquo;
Lang uag e Learning  Resources< /tit le>
<meta name= "g enerator"
content= "W ordPress.com" />  < !--
leave this for stats -->  <meta
name= "author" content= "Ainslie
Johnson / Orig inal desig n by Andreas
Viklund - http ://andreasviklund .com"
/>  < link rel= "stylesheet"
href= "http ://s.wordpress.com/wp-
content/themes/pub/andreas0 9 /style.
css?2 " type= "text/css"
media= "screen" />



LfN, Sheffield, 15 June 2007

What is RSS (2)?

XML-based
Machine readable but not human

readable
 Hence newsreaders:

online: eg Bloglines, Google Reader,
Newsgator online
offline: NetNewsWire
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NetNewsWire
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To illustrate…

http://www.pepysdiary.com/
http://tomroper.typepad.com/
http://tscott.typepad.com/tsp/



LfN, Sheffield, 15 June 2007

Why should libraries use them?

Effective information dissemination
Human face of lis services
Create trust and community
Become leaders
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Why blog/read blogs?

 Self-expression
 Obtain feedback
 Repository for

information/links
 Share experience
 Build a community

 Niche interests
 Participate
 Diverse

views/bypass MSM
 Instant comment
 Aggregate
 Community
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Some library applications

 Current awareness
 RSS feeds from

OPACs, commercial
databases, ToCs etc

 Book reviews/journal
clubs

 Projects/plans
 Podcasts
 Integrate other

social software tools
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Dos and don’ts (an arbitrary list)

Do...
 Use own voice
 Link
 Answer questions
 Act on feedback
 Post regularly
 Be brief
 Be human
 Be interesting

But don’t...
 Self-promote
 Lie
 Talk like marketing
 Post erratically
 Be dull
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Let’s build one

http://www.blogger.com
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Find blogs

Technorati: http://www.technorati.com
Mainstream search engines
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The blogger’s world view (by Hugh at
gapingvoid.com)


