Ten years in an open-necked
shirt: blogging for fun and
profit, 1997-2007

e — e ——

Tom Roper

LfN, Sheffield, 15 June 2007




| shall cover...

What are blogs and RSS feeds?
Thelir history and evolution
Why blog?

Why read blogs?

How library and information services might
use blogs and RSS?

Let’s blog now
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My education in blogging

Professional:

current awareness service for medical educators using blog to
deliver:

METRO project:
Medical humanities:

Language learning:
Personal:
v

v
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Hosts and tools

Hosts: Blogger, TypePad, WordPress

Desktop editors: iBlog, MarsEdit, ecto
RSS reader: NetNewsWire
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The growth of blogging:
echnorati state of the wor
web March 2007 |

Weblogs Cumulative: March 2003 - March 2007

Over 70 Million Weblogs Tracked.

Blogosphere growth remains strong with over
120k blogs being created every day.
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State of the world live web March
2007

70 million weblogs 1.5 million posts per
About 120,000 new day, or...
weblogs each day, or...

1.4 new blogs every
second Growing from 35 to

3000-7000 new splogs 75 million blogs took

(fake, or spam blogs) 320 days
created every day

17 posts per second
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State of the world live web March
2007 (2)

Japanese the most Technorati tracked 230
used blogging language million posts with tags

at 37% or categories
English second at 33%

Chinese third at 8%
Italian fourth at 3%

Farsi a newcomer in the
top 10 at 1%

35% of all February
2007 posts used tags

2.5 million blogs posted
at least one tagged post
In February
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The OED says...
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Blogging

-

Blog=weblog (first used December
1997)

In its purest form, a log of sites visited

A definition: “frequently modified web

pages in which dated entries are listed In
reverse chronological sequence”
(Herring 2004)
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What are blogs?

Posts in reverse Possible analogies:
chronological order v'Diaries

Comments v'"Commonplace books
v'Pamphlets

v'Letters

v'Posters

Blogroll v'All of the above and more

Ease of use “All human life is there”
RSS feed

Searchable archives by
date and subject
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What are blogs (2)7

Herring et al: Gahran’s taxonomy

v'Journalism v'Link-only
v'Filter v Link-blurb

v'Knowledge blogs v'Brief remarks
v'Self-expression v List-style postings
v'Short articles
v'Long articles
v’ Series
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Some landmarks

First blog: 19967

Hosted blogging 2000:
v Pitas

v"" Blogger

v Groksoup

US: 9/11, Iraq war, 2004 US presidential election

Britain: 2005 election, 7/7, newspapers (Guardian)
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What is RSS?

Really Simple Syndication (RSS 2.0)

RDF Site Summary (RSS 1.0 and RSS 0.90)
Rich Site Summary (RSS 0.91)

Atom
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RSS in the raw

<'DOCTYPE htm!| PUBLIC "-
//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0
Transitional//EN”
“http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtmI1/DTD/
xhtm 1 -transitional.dtd”> <html
xmlins="http://www.w3.0rg/1999 /xht
ml” dir="Itr" lang="en”> <head
profle="http://gmpg.org/xfn/117">
<{meta http—equiv="Content-Type”
content="text/html; charset=UTF8"
/> <title> Off message cake &laquo;
Language Learning Resources</title>
<{meta name="generator’
content="WordPress.com” /> <!—
leave this for stats — <meta
name="author” content="Ainslie

Johnson / Qigin /e%#e*f‘de%gﬁn%%of*ﬁdreas

V|kIund —http //andreasviklund.com




What is RSS (2)?

XML-based
Machine readable but not human

readable

v" Hence newsreaders:

online: eg , Google Reader,
Newsgator online

offline: NetNewsWire
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NetNewsWire

Subscribe Refresh All Si Mark All As Read Post to Weblog Next Unread Search
R o e Technorati Search for: “internet Date
technology core competencies Uz o),

Seeking Iran Intelligence, US. T

TR technology core competencies

... at the internet librarian conference this year in monterey i heard

Technorati ...ad marathon” Internet Librarian 2006: Precon... sarah houghton-jan‘s presentation on cultivating technologically savvy
h inter Librari icle staff. as a person organizer (i.e., boss) with quite savvy staff already,

Technorati ...yheadmarath nternet Librarianarticle i listened eagerly to see what tidbits sarah had to offer. it turns out

Leftovers from Internet Librarian 1 . that what she was talking about was not so much about ...

the Internet Librarian 2006 - seg

Technorati .. tter libraries"

- Organization Monkey
Technorati ...hael gorman Organization Monke:

Internet Librarian Notes: what's n..
Banned Books Week
Technorati ...ebby shorley” Internet Librarian 2006 Notes: po..

Technorati ...y committee” Public Libraries Magazine + David..

Technorati ...hton festival®

. < of mmel
Technorati ...ibrarian" Keep track of your blog comments
Some more great reads

David King and Michael Porter Ma.

Internet Librarian 2006
Technorati ...-mara Deuces Wild

Technorati ...urnalism 2.0"

Technorati ...rary 2.0"

Technorati ...anities" Emnevalg
Technorati ...rarian*" Und wieder einmal Library 2.0

Technorati ...ND marathon Online Outreach

. Permanent Link to Danny Sullivan...
Technorati ...ad.com" Y

Seductive Gaming
Technorati ...I"OR " .
Library services in your pocket

Technorati ...D olymp What is AJAX
Technorati ...ton 10k s Blog Preview
Technorati ...R www. the letter is back
Technorati ...ip.org.uk Prasentationen von I1L2006

SlideShare for presentations
Technorati ...iteulike D

Internet Librarian 2006 ( Presenta

L Internet Librarian pa 10 minuter
Technorati ...w.cilip.org.uk Internet Librarian Conference Pre...
Technorati ...OR CILIP Dois grandes recursos sobre o us...
Internet Librarian 2006 (USA)
"LLRX Update, Part 2"
Social Software at Internet Librari

'orgmonkey.net/?p=24 NNW Classic
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To illustrate...
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Why should libraries use them?

-
Effective information dissemination
Human face of lis services

Create trust and. community

Become leaders
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Why blog/read blogs?

-
Self-expression Niche interests
Obtain feedback Participate
Repository for Diverse

information/links views/bypass MSM

Share experience Instant comment
Build a community Aggregate
Community

LfN, Sheffield, 15 June 2007




Some library applications

Current awareness Projects/plans

RSS feeds from Podcasts
OPACs, commercial Integrate other

databases, ToCs etc social software tools

Book reviews/journal
clubs
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Dos and don’ts (an arbitrary list)

Do... But don't...
Use own voice

| Self-promote
Link

Lie

Answer gquestions
Act on feedback Talk like marketing

Post regularly Post erratically

Be brief
Be human
Be interesting

Be dull
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Let’s build one
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Find blogs

-

Technorati:

Mainstream search engines
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The blogger’s world view (by Hugh at
api_ngvoid.com)
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