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Blogging for BSMS

• BSMS and the need for current awareness

• Quick introduction to blogging

• Newsfeeds and RSS

• How it might develop

• A demonstration



BSMS

• New medical school, many new to
undergraduate teaching

• 200 teaching staff

• Both medicine and education in flux



OED



Blogging

• Blog=weblog (first used December 1997)

• Can be: individual or collaborative,
personal musings or an “official” view

• In its purest form, a log of sites visited

• Made more useful by development of RSS
and newsreaders



RSS

• RSS= Rich Site Summary or Really
Simple Syndication (or even RDF Site
Summary)

• XML-based standards to make news
sources available and interoperable

• Using newsreader software (client or web)
updated items from subscribed feeds are
made available

• LTSN-01’s RSS feed



To know more
• Guardian on weblogs

• Bradley, Phil Search Engines: Weblog search engines
Adriane: Issue 36 July 2003

• UKOLUG’s introduction to blogs, compiled by Martin
White

• Winship, Ian Weblogs and RSS in information work
Update May 2004 3(5): 30-31



Collaborative blogs

• Wikipedia

• Open access news

• NeLH digital libraries



Current awareness service coverage

•  current news on medical education

•  news on ICT applications, including the use of
PDAs in medical education Project Handful

•  new resources to support teaching learning and
research, both  print and electronic

•  links to other news feeds

• details of media coverage of BSMS

• events of interest to medical educators.



How it’s done

• iBlog

• Regular scanning of BMJ, THES, LTSN-01, relevant
listservs, newsgroups, other blogs…

• Hosted on personal web site, moving to bsms.ac.uk
domain

• http://www.roper.org.uk/bsms/



How to develop it

• Review of use at end of pilot stage

• Taxonomy: METRO

• Official domain

• Change authoring tool: typepad/moveable
type?

• Collaboration: other medical schools,
CHMS, BMA etc etc


