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Blogging for BSMS

e BSMS and the need for current awareness
Quick introduction to blogging
Newsfeeds and RSS
How it might develop
A demonstration
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BSMS

 New medical school, many new to
undergraduate teaching

« 200 teaching staff

« Both medicine and education in flux
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1. A file storing a detaled record of requests handled (and sometunes also errors generated) by a web server.

1993 complinfosvsteme v (Usenet newsgroup) 4 MWowv, (fitfe of posting) Announcing getsites 1.5, a Web log analyzer. 1995 Computer Technol Rev. |
Eey creates alog—the WebLog—listing everyone who has accessed software from a patticular Web site. 1998 Baston Globe (Electronic ed.) 19 Oct., The s
logs. mndicated. which computers were hithng his site, the number of wisitors, and the time they retneved his page. 2002 Metwark Camgpuiing 21 Jan. 6073 We
in seeing the most wiewed products... Was chicken-wing sauce wiewed more often than steale sauce. 7 We got a good, diverse group of actual Web log data.

2. A frequently updated web site consisting of personal observations, excerpts from other sources, etc., typically run by a single p
usually with hyperlnls to other sites: an onlme jowrnal or diary.

1997 I BARGER Lively Mew Webpage m alf. crlinre vwww (Usenet newsgroup) 23 Dec | T decided to start my own webpage logoing the best stuff T find as
basis:. www tmes neti—jornhtmliweblog htral. Thiz will cowver any and everything that mterests me, from net culture to polifics to literature etc. 1998 Fillage Vod
sept 33(3 Jorn Barger's Eobot Wisdom WebLog might not be pretty, but it's one of the best collections of news and musings culled from the Web—and upds
Idependant 23 Oct 11 991 A weblog 1s stmply a site where vou post vour thoughts whenewver the muse strilkces. 2002 Times (Electronic ed) 14 JTan., There 15
stupendously well mformed... Scour the lughlights i webklogs.



Blogging

Blog=weblog (first used December 1997)

Can be: individual or collaborative,
personal musings or an “official” view

In its purest form, a log of sites visited

Made more useful by development of RSS
and newsreaders
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RSS

RSS= Rich Site Summary or Really
Simple Syndication (or even RDF Site
Summary)

XML-based standards to make news

sources available and interoperable

Using newsreader software (client or web)
updated items from subscribed feeds are
made available
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To know more
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Collaborative blogs
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Current awareness service coverage

current news on medical education

news on ICT applications, including the use of
PDAs in medical education Project Handful

new resources to support teaching learning and
research, both print and electronic

links to other news feeds
details of media coverage of BSMS
events of interest to medical educators.
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How it's done

Regular scanning of BMJ, THES, LTSN-01, relevant
listservs, newsgroups, other blogs...

Hosted on personal web site, moving to bsms.ac.uk
domain
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How to develop it

Review of use at end of pilot stage
Taxonomy:
Official domain

Change authoring tool:
?

Collaboration: other medical schools,
: etc etc
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